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A  S  E  S 


I  W HEREIN  Velnos’  Vegetable  Syrup  lias  been  attended 
with  fuccefs,  and  which  confirm  the  general  opinion  of  its  effica¬ 
cy,  4n  all  complaints  arifing  from  fcorbutic  habits  and  venereal  in* 
juries.  , 

Dr.  Cheyne,  in  his  EfTay  on  Health  and  long  Life,  fays, 

“  There  is  no  chronical  diftemper  whatfoever  more  universal, 
i  “  more  obftinate,  and  more  fatal  in  Britain  than  the  Jcurvy ,  taken 
“  in  its  general  extent.  Scarce  any  one  chronical  diforder  bnt 
“  owes  its  origin  to  a  fcorbutic  cachexy,  or  is  fo  complicated  with 
“  it,  that  it  furnifhes  its  molt  cruel  and  mod  obflinate  fymptoms.  ' 
;  “  To  it  we  owe  all  the  dtopfies  that  happen  after  the  meridian  of 
“  life  ;  all  diabetes,  afthmas,  confumptions  of  feveral  kinds,  many 
<l  forts  of  cholics  and  diarrhoeas  ;  fome  kinds  of  gouts  and  rheu- 
“  matifms  ;  all  palfus various  kinds  of  ulcers,  and  poffibly  the 
“  cancer  itfelf ;  mofl  cutaneous  foulnelles,  weakly  contfitutions, 

“  had  digeftions,  vapours,  melancholies,  and  almoft  all  nervous 
“  diftempers  whatfoever.” 

The  Vegetable  Syrup  of  M.  de  Velnos,  in  the  experience  of 
twenty  years,  both  in  France  and  England,  and  in  fpite  of  the  nu¬ 
merous  injuries  to  its  reputation  by  the  pretended  imitations  and 
improvements  of  it,  by  Burrows,  Hodlbn,  and  others,  wholly 
unacquainted  with  its  ingredients,  has  furnifhed  in  detail  the 
c learnt  proofs-  that  the  general  opinion  of  Dr,  Cheyne  was  well 
founded. 

The  proprietor  of  Velnos’  Vegetable  Syrup  hath  difficulties  with 
jrefpect  to  cafes  which  he  hopes  gradually  to  remove.  The  medi¬ 
cine  is  fo  certain  and  fo  pleafant  a  remedy  in  all  difeafes  for  which 
it  is  advertifed,  and  the  directions  are  fo  minute,  that  the  trouble 
and  parade  of  confultation,  and  thofe  arts  of  empiricifm  which 
the  folly  of  patients  fometimes  renders  ncceflary  and  profitable, 
are  avoided.  The  utmoft  care  and  attention  are  given  in  a  long 
laborious  preparation,  to  an  fiver  the  public  opinion  of  this  won¬ 
derful  medicine.  Not  a  fingle  complaint  has  been  made  of  in¬ 
convenience  or  injury  from  it;  and  its  virtues  and  effcCts  are  fiab- 
jects  of  gratitude  and  praife  to  every  perfon  who  has  ufed  it. 
While  the  proprietor,  therefore,  profefles  himfelf  very  ready  to 
furnifh  fuch  information  and  directions  as  his  experience  has  af¬ 
forded,  without  fee  or  rewerd,  he  afTuies  the  public,  that  in. all  the 
cafes  he  recoliefts,  and  which  are  left  on  record  by  his  predecef- 
fors,  by  the  affiffance  of  ■  he  paper  given  with  the  medicine,  every 
may  be  his  otv/1  pkyfidan.  This  ciicumflance,  however,  has 
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preferred  in  fecrecy  ninety-nine  cafes  out  of  a  hundred  cured  by 
the  Vegetable  Syrup.  As  it  is  known  that  Mr.  Swainfon  is  col¬ 
lecting  accounts  of  extraordinary  cures  performed  by  the  Vegeta¬ 
ble  Syrup,  not  to  be  publijhed,  but  to  be  left  open  for  infpeCtion  at 
the  houfe,  as  the  cures  of  difeafes  were  in  ancient  times  in  the 
temples  of  the  gods,  it  is  hoped,  from  the  juftice  and  humanity  of 
thofe  who  have  found  relief  by  if,  that  they  will  favour  him  with 
the  fulle<ft  information. 

Betides  the  difadvantage  of  an  information  which  may  be  called 
fcanty,  eonfldering  the  extenfive  ufe  and  effects  of  this  medicine, 
there  is  another  from  the  difrepute  in  which  advertifed  cafes  are 
often  held-  The  proprietor  pf  Velpos’  Vegetable  Syrup  cannot  jl 
wonder  at  fuch  diffeppte,  when  he  fees  thofe  who  difhoneur  his 
property  by  their  pretended  imitations  and  improvements,  adver^ ' 
tife  cures  which  tiiey  have  either  tranflated  from  M.  de  Velnos' 
French  pamphlet,  or  which  were  performed  many  years  ago,  w’hen 
feme  of  the  imporfprs  were  employed  merely  to  fell  his  Vegetable  ) 
Syrup.  But  few  perfons  of  credit  and  rank  will  fet  their  names  tp 
an  advertifement^  or  fuller  their  misfortunes  tp  be  made  public. 
The  teflijnony  of  Jow  and  wretched  perfons  is  on many  accounts 
dubious  and  fufpicious.  The  following  cafes  are  as  unexception¬ 
able  as  they  are  extraordinary  and.  important.  It  is  hoped  they 
will  be  attended  to,  as  dircBions  for  inquiry  oa  fubjeCts  fo  iutcreft- 
ing  to  the  public. 


C  A  S.E  I.  Leprofy. 

.  Mr.  Robert  Hutton,  at  the  Penny  Poft-office,  oppofite  Mount- 
row,'  Lambeth-marfh,  was  for  years  afflicted  with  the  mod  vio-  ] 
lefit  feurvy.  The  eruptions  and  pufhiles  were  confluent,  and  co-  i 
vered  the  whole  body  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  the  diforder  was  pro-  -  j 
nounced  a  leprofy.  While  an  out-patient  at  St.  George’s  hofpi-  | 
tal,  and  probably  in  the  ufe  of  mercurial  medicines,  his  joints, 
particularly  his  right  ancle,  had  hard  and  painful  fwellings;  his  I 
knee  was  contracted  ;  and  3  heCtic  fever,  want  of  appetite  and  reft,  ] 
almoft  brought  him  to  his  grave.  The  firfl  bottle  of  Velnos’ 
Vegetable  Syrup  gave  him  hope  ;  and  his  cure  was  effected  in  fix 
weeks. 

Witnefles  to  the  cure — J.  Willis,  nja^Cr  of  the  Thatched-houfe  ) 
tavern,  St.  James-ftreet ;  R.  Sutton,  mailer  of  the  Ladies  Cote-  r 
rie,  Albemarle-ftreet. 


CASE  II.  Rheumatic  Gout. 

Mr.  Thomas  Joyce,  of  Warwick  Row,  Coventry,  in  the  year 
178*,  had  a  violent  rheumatic  gout,  and  was  deprived  of  the  uie 
©This  limbs,  which  fometime  after  he  partially  recovered,  though 
die- gout  was  net  eradicated.  In  the  beginning  of  the  year  1784, 
the  diforder  put  on  a  complicated  appearance,  and  he  was  fo  far 
from  finding  relief  from  the  Materia  Medica,  that  the  difeafe  ac¬ 
quired  greater  malignity  in  proportion  to  the  application  of  medi¬ 
cines  ;  and  in  the  September  of  the  Time  year,  he  was  lb  reduced 
a*  So  be  iiMMpable  19  walk  without  affiftaace.  When  he  entered  on 
,  /  acourfe 
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a  cou r ft  of  Velnos’  Vegetable  Syrup,  in  September  1784,  he  had 
hard  fwellings  in  various  parts  of  his  body,  particularly  on  the 
fhin  bones  ;  his  legs  and  feet  were  fwollen  —  pains  in  every  part 
off  his  body  —  fpitting  of  blood  — .  total  lofs  of  ilrength  —  dcpref- 
fion  of  fpirits,  and  a  voracious  appetite,  were  alarming  fymptonis 
in  his  emaciated  and  declining  flate.  On  taking  the  Syrup  of  Mr. 
De  Velnos,  he  gradually  and  rapidly  got  better.  In  the  latter  end 
«rf  December,  he  was  perfectly  reftored  to  health  ;  and  from  being 
a  lkeleton,  his  perfon  allumed  a  full  and  lufty  appearance.  Ia 
February,  1785,  he  took  cold,  which  terminated  in  an  ague ,  and  in 
;  the  third  fit  he  took  five  fpoonfuls  of  the  Syrup  of  Mr.  De  Vel¬ 
nos,  which  immediately  brought  on  a  profu fe  perfpiration,  to¬ 
tally  expelled  the  ague,  which  returned  no  mose,  and  he  is  now  in 
perfect  health. 

May,  1785.  '  * 

CASE  III.  Scorbutic  Rhcumatifm. 

Mr.  Thomas  Howels,  Lambeth-marfh,  had  a*  long  fcorbntic 
;  complaint,  attended  with  rheumatic  pains,  which  became  at  laft 
;  a  gen  ral  and  confirmed  rheumat  (in.  The  pains  in  every  part  of 
|  his  body  were  fo  excruciating,  and  he  was  rendered  fo  feeble  and 
i  helplefc,  that  the  alTiflance  necelTary  to  turn  him  in  bed  kept  him 
for  three  months  in  mortal  agonies.  Two  gentlemen  of  the  fa- 
I  culty  attended  him,  whom  he  will  have  the  candour  privately  to 

I  name  ;  but  he  was  fo  far  from  finding  relief,  that  they  procured 
no  alleviation  of  his  diforder.  He  was  recomsn ended  by  Mr. 
Hutton,  at  the  Penny  Port-office,  to  the  ufe  of  Velnos’  Vegetable 
Syrup.  The  firft  bottle  brought  on  a  perforation,  and  mitigated 
the- pains  ;  and  in  lefs  than  two  months  he  was  reftored  to  perfect 
!  health.  Mr.  Swainfon  can  refer  to  a  multitude  of  perfons  wh* 
have  been  cured  of  the  rheumatifm. 

Witncrtes  to  the  cure  —  Jofeph  Hopkins,  furgeon,  No.  8jr; 
Compton-ftreet,  Soho ;  Robert  Hutton,  at  the  Penny  Poft-ofifce, 

!  Lambeth-marlh. 

.  CASE  IV.  Scrophula. 

Mr.  John  Lane,  marter  of  the  Angel  inn  and  livery  rtables, 
Birmingham,  was  afflifted  feveral  years  by  a  moft  inveterate  fero- 
phula  ;  almort  the  whole  body  was  covered  with  pimples  and 
;  feales  ;  the  face,  head,  arms  and  legs  were  particularly  affected, 
and  the  matter  or  humour  it  difeharged  was  fo  thin,  hot  and  cor- 
rofive,  as  to  eat  into  the  flelh  with  excefllve  pain.  In  this  deplo¬ 
rable  fituation,  with  the  ufual  aggravations  of  want  of  appetite  and 
fleep,  he  was  advifed  to  try  the  Vegetable  Syrup  of  M.  de  Velnos  ; 
and  in  lefs  than  three  months  he  was  perfectly  cured,  to  the  afto* 
riifhment  of  his  acquaintance,  as  well  as  to  his  own  fatisfaftion  and 

joy-  .  '  .  -  .  .. 

Witnefles  —  P.  F.  Bourgeois,  merchant,  Birmingham  ;  Thonr.tS 
'  Warren,  printer,  ditto. 

Mr.  Swainfon  has  leave  to  refer  ta  -feveral  perfons  who  havi 
been  cured  in  ftmilar  conditions. 
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CASE  V.  ScrophuJa. 

Mr*.  Wood,  No.  53,  Berwick-ftreet,  Oxford^-road,  had  jfcor- 
fcutic  eruptions  on  feveral  parts  of  her  body,  and  applied  for  relief 
to  many  gentleman  of  the  faculty,  who  adminiftered  the  ufual 
medicines  on  fuch  occafions.  The  eruptions  became  ulcers, 
which  fpread  themfelves  gradually  over  the  body,  and  rendered  her 
,  wretchedly  ©flenfive  to  herfelf,  as  well  as  troublefome,  and  an  ob¬ 
ject  of  companion  to  thofe  around  her.  In  thefe  circumftances  Ihc 
had  recourfe  to  certain  celebrated  drops,  which  gave  her  .temporary 
relief :  but  her  former  fymptoms  returning  with  greater  violence, 
ike  was  reduced  to  defpair,  and  would  not  long  have  fupported  her- 
jfelf  under  her  afflictions. 

Hiring  that  the  Vegetable  Syrup  of  M.  de  Velnos,  when  ob¬ 
tained  genuine,  never  failed  of  affecting  a  cure  in  fuch  cafes,  fhe 
applied  in  Frith-Urget,  and  was  reflored  to  a  perfedl  flate  of  health. 

Witnefles  William  Augultus  Willis,  M.  D.  Chelfea  ;  John/ 
Mortiftier,  apothecary,  Frith-ftreet,  Soho. 

CASE  VI.  A  fchirrous  Tejlicle. 

To  Mr.  Jjaac  Sivainfon,  in  Partncrjlnp  -with  Dr.  Mercier,  at 
No.  a.x,  Fritlo-fir eet ,  Soho. 

In  January  1778,  while  at  New  York,  I  had  a' cold  and  fore 
throat  for  three  weeks,  and  my  left  teftiele  was  prodigioufly  en¬ 
larged  and  foftened.  For  what  reafon  I  cannot  guefs,  the  diforder 
palled  to  the  right ;  which  continued  three  months  in  a  fimilar 
ftate,  but  by  degrees  grew  hard.  I  came  to  England  in  May,  but 
did  not  apply  for  alTillancc  till  Augull,  when  a  furgeon  at  King- 
fton  upon  Thames  advifed  the  fufpenfion  of  it  in  a  trufs.  I 
adopted  this  method  for  a  year  and  a  half :  but  it  became  fo  pain¬ 
ful,  and  was  attended  with  fuch  a  general  lofs  of  health,  that  I  had 
.recourfe  to  one  of  the  moll  eminent  and  humane  furgeons  in  Lon¬ 
don,  who  pronounced  it  a  fchirrous  cafe,  and  advifed  the  extrac¬ 
tion  of  it  as  the  only  means  of  recovering  my  health  ;  hinting  it, 
as  his  opinion,  that  it  had  arifen  from  fome  unfortunate  female 
*onneflion.  This,  I  knew,  could  not  be  the  cafe.  I  determined 
not  to  fubmit  to  the  dangerous  operation  he  propofed  ;  and  he  or¬ 
dered  me  gentle  phyftc,  and  camphorated  fpirits,  as  an  efnbroca-  •. 
lion.  After  ufing  the  latter  two  months  without  relief,  I  applied, 
by  his  advice,  a  poultice  of  linfeed  meal,  &c.  for  three  months 
more  :  but  having  no  profpeft  of  a  cure,  I  began  to  fink  under 
the  moll  melancholy  defpair.  On  applying  a  poultice  of  bread 
and  milk  for  fome  months,  it  broke,  and  there  iflued  a  thin,  wa¬ 
tery  matter,  of  a  dulky  colour,  which  every  day  grew  thicker  and 
more  ofFenflve.  I  was  then  perfuaded  to  confult  a  phyfician,  who 
is  now  abroad  ;  he  ordered  extrafl  of  hemlock  internally,  and  a  fo¬ 
mentation  of  hemlock  and  camomile.  Thefe  dreadful  medicines, 
after  long  trial,  affording  me  no  relief,  tended  only  to  confirm 
the  defpair,  under  which  I  mull  have  funk,  if  I  had  not  heard  of 
the  allonilhing  effect  of  Velnos’  Vegetable  Syrup,  in  recovering 
Mrs.  Swainfon  of  a  palfy,  occafioned  by  a  fcorhutic  habit  ;  and 
your  determination  in  confluence  to  purchafc  a  fhare  in  the  pro- 
-  s  '  'perty 
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jrerty  of  it,  and  to  add  the  fan&ion  of  your  chara&er  for  judge¬ 
ment  and  integrity  to  its  other  recommendations  to  the  notice  an dt 
relief  of  your  fellow  creatures. 

The  Bate  of  the  fcrotnm,  and  the  enormous  fize  and  condition 
ef  the  right  tefticle,  you  might  better  defcribe  than  I  can.  The 
inflammation,  which  had  rea«Jied  the  abdomen,  was  very  alarm* 
ing,  and  threatened  a  mortification^  I  was  bled,  and  took  two 
doles  of  phyfic  by  your  direftion.  I  then  took  the  Syrup,  which 
in  a  few  days  totally  removed  the  inflammation.  The  fecond  bot¬ 
tle  produced  a  copious  difcharge  of  matter;  the  fuelling  decreafed  ; 
and  it  is  impoffib'e  to  exprefs  what  I  felt  at  the  profpect  which  I- 
had  loft  for  five  years,  that  my  health  and  fpirits  would  return. 
Before  I  had  taken  the  fifth  bottle,  my  wounds  were  healed,  and 
-  the  difeafed  part  reBored  to  a  Hate  of  perfect  found nefs  and  health. 

1  took  two  bottles  more  by  wray  of  fecurity  :  ‘and  having  been  re* 
coveted  from  a  Bate  of  mifery,  w'retchednefs  and  defpair,  by  means 
of  your  Syrup,  I  think  it  my  duty  to  thank  you  for  the  attention 
you  paid  me,  and  to  intreat  you  will  communicate  my  cafe  to  the 
world,  that  others  in  fimilar  clrcirm (lances  may  experience  the 
fiirpri/ing  virtues  of  your  Syrup,  and  enjoy  the  relief  and  happi- 
nefs  which  it  has  brought  to  me. 

I  fnall  take  the  greateft  pleafure  in  anfwering  the  inquiries  ©f 
any  perfons  sou  may  refer  to  me. 

I  am,  Sir,  with  graiffu^e  and  refpeft, 
youx  much  obliged,  and 

moB  obedient  humble  fervnnt, 

Tcb.  5,  1784.  ELLIS  P  R  I  C  E, 

No.  4?,  Maiden-lane,  Covent-garden, 

AtteBed  by  Thomas  Mainwarmg,  apothecary,  Strand;  and 
William  Naylor,  apothecary,  Bedford- flreet,  Co  vent-garden. 

CASE  VII.  PaJfx. 

Mrs.  Swainfon,  No.  iz,  Great  May’s-buildings,  St.  Martin’s- 
lane,  in  the  w'inter  of  the  year  178a,  had  a  fttfbke  of  the  palfy  ;  it 
nearly  took  away  the  ufe  of  her  left  fide,  particularly  her  arm, 

>  which  feemed  totally  dead.  An  apothecary  of  great  (kill  and  re¬ 
putation  ordered  the  a^rn  to  be  rubbed  with  a  bliBering  ointment, 
which  inflamed  it  to’a  gi'eat  degree  ;  and  it  remained  many  days  in 
that  (hocking  Hate,  nctw'ithflanding  the  inceflant  application  of 
fomentations  and  poultices.  Some  fcorbutic  fymptoms  appearing 
about  her,  Mr.  Swainfon  recolle<Bed  that  feme  years  before  fhc 
had  been  relieved  of  eruptions  and  pimples  by  Velnos’  Vegetable 
Syrup,  for  which  fihe  had  taken  great  quantities  of  drops  and  diet 
drinks^in  vain.  Mr.  Swainfon  had  hopes,  that  the  Syrup  might 
alfo  abate  and  remove  the  inflammation  in  the  arm  ;  but  not  the 
flighted  thai  the  palfy  would  he  aflefted.  To  the  great  aflonifh- 
ment  and  joy  of  the  whole  family,  a  warmth  was  felt  through  the 
difeafed  fide,  which  for  many  weeks  had  been  as  cold  as  ice.  The 
tranfports  of  a  condemned  criminal,  on  receiving  a  pardon,  could' 
not  be  greater  than  her’s  ;  for  fhe  had  been  left  hopelefs  by  the 
faculty.  In  about  three  months  Ihe  was  perfectly  cured,  and  re- 
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ficfed  to  a  better  date  of  health  than  die  had  enjoyed  for  malty 
years. 

As  this  event  determined  Mr.  Swainfon  (not  to  become  a  quack 
dnftor,  for  he  will  never  fink  the  uniform  reputation  of  his  life  to 
act  in  that  fufpicious  and  injurious  capacity)  but  to  purchafe  at  a 
rery  high  price  the  original  receipt  qf  Mr.  de  Velnos,  and  to  pledge 
himfeif  to  fee  it  prepare^  and  fold  with  the  drifted  integrity  and 
honour,  it  is  his  happinefs  that  he  can,  in  addition  to  his  own, 
and  that  of  Mrs.  Swainfon,  refer  to  the  tedimony  of  all  his  friends, 
and  almod  all  his  acquaintance,  for  the  truth  of  this  extraordinary 
event  in  his  family. 

'  -  CASE'  Vlir.  Falfyx  '  ,  j 

Mr.  John  Farqulurfon,  No.  Queen  Ann-dreet  Ead,  near 
Portland  chapel,  had  a  paralytic  droke  in  the  year  1780,  which 
took  away  the  ufe  of  his  left  fide.  He  had  the  advice  and  pre¬ 
scriptions  of  two  eminent  phyficians  ;  but  the  diforder  baffled  their 
Skill.  The  cafe  of  Mrs.  Swainfon  being  known,  he  was  advifedr 
to  apply  in  Frhh-flreet.  The  diforder  had  remained  upon  ht*« 
three  years,  and  his  age  was  beyond  fixty  ;  he  was,  however,  cured 
by  the  Vegetable  Syrup  of  Mr.  de  Velnos,  and  is  now'  in  very  good 
kealth.  _  .  . 

Mr.  S  wainfon  has  leave  to  refer  to  perfons  who  found  relief  in 
the  palfy.  % 

CASE  IX.  Tumors ,  Ulcers ,  &c. 

?n  the  year  *780,  Samuel  Pogmore  was  induced  by  the  heat  of 
the  weather  to  go  into  the  water  in  a  date  of  high  perfpiration. 
This  occafiorred  almod  immediately  a  thick  eruption  over  the 
•whole  body.  Whether  3ny  latent  difeafe  of  a  venereal  or  fcorbu- 
tic  nature  might  predifpofe  his  conditntion  to  this  eruption,  or  it  ~ 
was  the  effeft  of  a  fudden  obftruftion  of  perfpiration,  is  not  eal'y 
from  his  account  t®  determine.  He  applied  to  feveral  medical 
gentlemen,  and  took  medicines,  (mercurial  or  antimonial  without' 
doubt,  for  they  are  the  nodrums  of  the  faculty.)  The  pimples 
became  tumors,  which  produced  large  ulcers  in  almod  every  part 
of  his  body.  The  matter  didfharged  was  fo  great  in  quantity,  vs  * 
to  ditTen  his  clothes  :  it  was  fo  foetid  and  offenflve,  and  waded  his 
flrength  fo  rapidly,  that  he  could  derive  no  confolation  but  from 
the  near  approach  of  death.  In  this  condition  he  was  recommend¬ 
ed  to  Mr.  Swainfon,  the  latter  end  of  the  fummer  178?,  by  Mr. 
Dutton.  He  is  now  completely  cured  and  in  perfeft  health. 

SAMUEL  POGMORE. 

At  the  Cadie  and  Falcon,  Holbprn. 

Witnefs— Benjamin  Dutton,  Bedford-dreet,  Covent-garden. 

It  is  neceflary  to  obferve,  that  in  all  the  cafes  above  mentioned, 
or  in  any  flmilar  to  them,  patients  prevent  a  relapfe,  and  preferve 
themfelves  in  health,  by  taking  a  very  fmall  quantity  of  Syrup  irr 
the  fpring  and  autumn  of  e*ery  year  ;  whereas  a  cure  will  ifi  many 
cates  require  a  confiderable  quantity. 
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VENEREAL  CASES. 


THE  reader  may  fuppofe,  from  the  ideas  of  criminality  and 
lhame  ufualiy  annexed  to  veneral  diforders,  that  no  reference  can 
be  made  to  one  perfon  in  five  hundred  who  is  cured  of  them. 
The  Vegetable  Syrup,  if  prepared  according  to  the  original  re¬ 
ceipt  of  Mr.  de  Velnos,  is  known  throughout  Europe  to  be  a  fpe- 
cific  ill  eveiy  fiage  of  the  venereal  difeafe,  fo  much  above  all  others 
in  the  certainty  of  its  fuccefs,  in  the  benignity  and  pleafantnefs  of 
its  operations,  and  in  the  practicability  of  uung  it  without  fufpi- 
cion  or  difcovery,  that  patients  cure  themfelves  without  any  per- 
fonal  eummunication  with  the  proprietor.  Moft  of  thofe  perfons 
who  apply  are  fuch  as  have  been  greatly  injured,  or  given  up  as 
liopelefs,  in  the  ufe  of  mercury  or  antimony,  by  the  ufual  pre¬ 
scriptions  of  pratfitioners,  by  the  ufe  of  pills  and  drops,  which  are 
medicines  too  violent  for  horfes,  and  by  having  been  impofed  upon 
by  the  common  preparations  of  the  Woods,  with  the  addition  of  a 
little  fublimated  mercury  or  antimonial  wine,  vended  with  an  un¬ 
feeling  audacioufnefs  and  cruelty  to  the  public,  as  well  as  to  the 
proprietor,  under  names  and  appellations  fimilar  to  the  Vegetable 
Syrup  of  Mr.  de  Velnosf 

Such  patients  are  generally  of  fome  reputable  rank  and  condi¬ 
tion  in  life ;  and  it  is  always  their  requeft,  which  is  ftrifVly  ob- 
ferved,  that  their  cafes  may  not  be  publilbed  ;  many  of  them, 
however,  are  registered,  though  never  without  confent ;  and  Such 
private  references  are  made  to  them,  as  mult  be  fatisfaftory  to 

every  per-lon  who  feeks  relief  in  fimilar  circum fiances. 

✓ 

CASE  I.  In  a  Letter, 

?o  Doftor  M6RCIER. 

SIR, 

Cratitude  for  benefit  received  by  your  fpocific,  known  under 
the  name  of  Velnos*  Vegetable  Syrup,  is  my  only  motive  for  thus 
addrelliug  and  laying  my  cafe  before  you,  as  well  as  ivith  a  defire 
that  the  afHiCled  may,  from  the  knowledge  of  its  virtues,  hope,  fox 
the  cure  of  their  diforders.  Some  time  ago,  and  in  confluence  of 
?.  certain  diforder  complicated  with  the  feurvy,  being  in  a  defp^ir- 
ing  condition,  it  being  proof  againfi  all  the  -art  of  the  faculty,  a 
friend  of  mine,  w  ho  had  been  cured  of  a  moft  inveterate  feurvy  by 
the  ufe  of  your  Syrup,  advifed  me  to  take  the  fame,  which *1  did,  t©- 
the  quantity  of  four  bettk*,  at  the  end  of  which  1  found  myfeif 
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radically  cured,  and  now  can  afllire  you,  that  I  enjoy  as  perfect 
ftatc  of  health  as  before  my  complaint. 

1  am,  Sir,  with  gratitude  and  refpett, 

your  much  obliged  humble  fervant, 
PAUL  MARTIN, 
Coachman  to  Henry  Carver,  Efq.  of  Birmingham. 

Witnefles  to  Paul  Martin’s  declaration — P.  F.  Bourgeois,  mer¬ 
chant ;  Thomas  Warren,  printer, ‘Birmingham 

CASE  II, 

London,  *>  Eleanor  Smith,  now  of  the  parifh  of  St.  Bo- 

(to  wit)  j  tolph,  Bifhopfgate,  maketh  oath  and  faith,  th?t 
fhe,  this  deponent,  for  fome  months  paft  had  been  afflicted  with 
the  moft  dreadful  fymptoms  of  the  venereal  difeafe,  attended  with 
chancres  and  fores  of  the  fouleft  kind,  together  with  the  moft  ex¬ 
cruciating  and  conftant  pain 6  in  her  head  and  limbs,  which  re¬ 
duced  her  to  fo  miferable  a  ftate  of  lownefs,  that  (he  could  not 
walk  acrofs  the  room  without  affiftance.  This  deponent  alfo  de¬ 
clares,  that  Ihe  was  at  the  fame  time  afflifted  with  what  is  called  a 
Ihettic  fever,  in  confequence  of  the  above  complaints »  but  by 
t  aking  M.  de  Velnos’  Vegetable  ^Syrup,  adminiftered  to  her  by  Dr* 
Merrier,  this  depone  t  declares  that  fhe  was  radically  cured  ;  that 
he  now  rem  ains  in  perfect  health,  amd  that  all  her  fores  are  heal¬ 
ed,  without  having  any  other  remedy  applied  to  them,  except  the 
Syrup  ufed  as  a  walh, 

f  ELEANOR  S  MIT  H. 

"  Sworn,  Sept.  30,  1771,  before  me,  -• 

WILLIAM  NASH,  Mayor. 

Witnefles  to  the  cure — Henry  Carpenter^  James  Peat,  church-  ' 
wardens. 

CASE  Ilk 

Mary  Wilfon,  late  of  the  parifh  of  St.  Botolph,  Bifhopfgatfcj 
about  twenty-two  years  of  age,  laboured  under  a  combination  of 
fome  of  the  moft  obftinate  venereal  fymptoms.  The  injury  had 
been  received  fome  years  ;  and  lhe  had  been  long  afflhfted  with  the 
moft  excruciating  pains,  running  fores  in  many  parts  of  her  body, 
chancres  upon  the  labia?,  and  a^node  of  the  fize  of  a  pigeon’s  egg, 
and  exceflively  painful,  on  one  of  her  legs.  She  was  naturally  of 
a  fcorbutic  habit^-and  this,  complicated  with  the  venereal  difeafe, 
had  fo  emaciated  her  body,  that  even  an  attempt  to  efFeri  the  cure 
by  the  comfnon  method  muft  have  been  attended  with  the  moft 
fatal  conferences  :  but  by  taking  Velnos'  Vegetable  Syrup,  and 
obferving  a  ftriri  regimen,  every  fymptom  of  her  complaint  w’as 
removed ;  fhe  was  perfectly  cured,  and  in  three  weeks  recovered- 
,  her  former  ftrength, 

Witnefs  to  the  cure— Mary  Walker,  xqjftrefs  of  die  parilh  work- 
houfe  of  St.  Botolph,  Bifbopfgate, 
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CASE  IV. 

Mr.  N.  formerly  of  the  parifh  of  Maplebeck,  in  the  county  of 
Nottingham,  mariner,  had  for  fifteen  years  laboured  under  the  - 
feurvy,  complicated  with  the  venereal  dileafe.  He  acquired  the  for¬ 
mer  in  his  youth,  by  the  almod  condant  ufe  of  fait  provifions  at' 
fea,  and  contracted  the  latter  when  about  twenty  years  of  age. 
Time  had  increafed  the  fymptoms  to  fo  violent  a  degree,  thateven 
life  itieif  was  become  a  burden.  He  "had  continual  running  fores 
in  both  his  legs,  a  fiftula  in  perineo,  which  had  penetrated  the  uri¬ 
nary  pafTage,  fo  that  he  voided  as  much  water  through  the  wound 
as  by  the  urethra.  In  this  deplorable  condition  he  began  a  couric 
©f  the  Syrup,  which  in  about  two  months  removed  all  his  com¬ 
plaints,  and  in  lefs  than  four  he  was  radically  cured,  and  has  en¬ 
joyed  a  better  date  of  health  fince  than  he  ever  could  remember  ia 
any  one  period  of  his  life. 

CASE  V.  In  a  Letter • 

To  Do  ft  or  MERCIER. 

S  IR/ 

The  extraordinary  cure  I  have  lately  received  by  a  courfe  of  your- 
Yelnos’  Vegetable  Syrup,  binds  me  in  gratitude  to  make  known  to 
the  public  the  wonderful  effe&s  of  that  mod  falutary  remedy.  At 
the  time  I  began  the  Syrup,  I  was  afflicted  with  the  mod  melan¬ 
choly  and  fevere  venereal  fymptoms  that  could  pofflbly  be  ;  ulce¬ 
rations  of  the  word  nature  iip  tly  throat  and  palate;  almod  all  T 
drank  came  through  the  nofe,  the  bones  of  which  were  confidera- 
bly  afFeCted.  I  had  condant  excruciating  pains  in  all  my  limbs, 
one  of  my  knees  was  anchylofed,  the  ancles  as  well  as  the  diin 
bones  conliderably  enlarged.  I  had  been  falivated  in  the  Lock*. 
Hofpital,  fince  which  I  have  been  under  the  hands  of  many  of  the 
faculty,  and  of  the  fird  confcquence  in  their  profeillon,  Tired  of 
life,  and  funk  in  defpair,  I  was  advifed  to  take  your  Syrup  by  .  a 
perfon  receiving  a  "cure  in  a  fimiiar  cafe.  I  am  now  in  perfect 
,  health,  radically  cured  of  all  my  diforders,  and  a  living  witnefs  of- 
the  great  efficacy  of  the  Original  Vegetable  Syrup.  In  gratitude  for 
benefits-  received,  I  requed  my  cafe  may  le  publidied,  and  am. 
thankfully,  Sir, 

Your  ever  obliged  humble  fervant; 

GEORGE  OLIVER,. 

Long- Acre,  Nov.  i  G,  1779. 

The  Pullic  are  rcfpe  ft  fully  requeued  to  attend  to  the  following  recent ' 
and  inter  e/ling  proof  of  the  fuperior  efficacy  of  the  ORIGINAL 
VEGETABLE  SYRUP  of  Mr.  De.  Vclnos,  to  mercurial  reme- 
dici ,  under  the  Left  direft'ton  in  the  venereal  difeafe. 

Mrs.  F - ,  a  married  woman,  thirty  years  of  age,  had  her 

bread  drawn  about  five  years  ago.  A  month'  afterwards  fhe  had 
violent  pains  in  her  bread,  and  obferved  a  fmall  hole  on  one  fide  of 
the  nippl'e-;  the  pains  gradually  reached  the  head,  fo  that  the  moo 
tion.  even  of  jl  coach  was  excruciating;  the  fhin  bones  were  foaf 
f^Cled,  that  jfhe  could  not  bear  a  docking  or  the  bed  clothes-on 
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*hem*  In  this  ftate  (he  applied  to  the  late  Dr.  Jfmtter,  who  Tup* 
pofed  the  cafe  to  be  venereal;  but,  on  ftri£Uy  examining  her  and 
her  hufband,  gave  up  his  opinion  ;  ordered  bliders  to  her  heaej, 
with  fomc  other  applications,  with  little  effect.  She  continued  in 
this  miferable  condition  fome  time  ;  when  her  body  being  covered 
with  eruptions,  the  nature  of  her, difeafe  became  apparent,  and  the 
fymptoms  of  it  difcovered  themfelves  on  the  hufband  ;  they  were, 
therefore,  in  the  fpring  of  1780,  put  upon  a  courfe  of  mercurials 
by  a  furgeon  of  character  and  (kill.  Though  the  evil  was  traced  to 
its  fource,  and  it  was  difcovered  beyond  a  doubt,  that  her  bread 
had  been  drawn  by  an  infeffed  woman  ;  yet  anxiety  of  mind,  the 
malignancy  of  the  diforder,  and  the  baneful  effects  of  mercurials, 
jfoon  put  an  end  to  the  life  of  the  hulband.  The  difeafe  conti¬ 
nued  to  encroach  on  her  conflitution,  in  fpite  of  the  endeavours 
of  the  furgeon  ;  and  when  it  made  its  appearance  in  her  throat  and 
mouth,  (he  thought  it  her  duty  to  procure  other  alfiftance.  \Vheti 
fhe  applied  at  Merrier  and  Swainfon’s,  in  Frith-ftreet,  Mr.  S\\airt- 
fon  was  fhocked  at  her  appearance.  Thetonfils,  the  uvula,  and 
many  of  the  furrounding  parts,  were  nearly  confumed,  and  the 
fpine  was  laid  intirely  bare.  Tw^  ulcers  in  the  roof  of  the  mouth 
had  made  their  way  through  the  palate,  fo  that  the  liquids  (he  at¬ 
tempted  to  fwallow  gufbed  out  at  her  nofe.  Her  conflitution  was 
Injured  almoft  as  much  by  the  mercury  as  by  the  difeafe  ;  her  -op- 
petite  was  nearly  gone,  her  countenance  pale  ;  and  her  appearance 
cadaverous  and  (hocking.  She  was  immediately  furnifhed  with  the 
Vegetable  Syrup  of  Mr.  de  Velnos,  and  in  ten  weeks  the  ulcers  w ere 
healed,  the  holes  in  the  palate  grown  up,  and  (he  left  off  the  medi¬ 
cine.  She  is  now  become  fat,  and  her  completion  fine  and  ruddy. 

Mr.  Swainfon  will  referany  inquirer  immediately  to  the  patient, 
as  well  as  to  fereral  perfons  of  fortune  and  charater  who  interefled 
themfelves  in  her  fate,  and  were  witnefles  of  the  cure.  A  furgeon 
of  the  firft  eminence  examined  her,  at  Mr.  Swainfon’s  requefl,  and 
he  is  ready  to  bear  tellimony  to  thefe  fats. 

Feb. 1785.  ’  v 

Thefe  are  but  inconfiderable  teftimonies  of  the  virtues  and  ef- 
■  fets  of  the  Vegetable  Syrup  of  Mr.  de  V«lnos,  compared  with 
thofe  which  are  in  the  poflcffion  of  Mr.  Swainfon,  and  which  the 
.fcrupulous  delicacy  of  perfons  who  have  been  relieved  will  not  fuf- 
fex  to  be  made  known  ;  audit  is  reafbnahie  to  fuppofe,  that  even 
thofe  mud  be  inconfiderabk  compared  to  the  cutes  which  have 
been  effeted  without  any  information  being  given  of  them  to  the 
Proprietor.”  It  is,  therefore,  with  relutance  that  he  draws  the  at¬ 
tention  of  the  public  to  thofe  foul  haunts  of  difhonedy  and  impof- 
*ure,  where  low,  wretched,  and  defperate  minds  fiudy  to  deprive 
»  him  of  the  credit  and  advantage  arifing  from  his  property,  and  the 
public  of  the  benefit  of  Velnos’  Vegetable  Syrup.' 

While  Mr.  de  Velnos  was  able  to  attend  to  the  preparation  of 
his  Syrup,  his  receipt  was  an  inviolable  fecret  to  all  Furope  ;  but 
he  employed  agents  in  feveral  places  to  fell  it  on  certain  conditions. 
It  was  his  misfortune  to  enter  into  an  engagement  for  this  purpole 
with  Mr.  Burrows,  who  had  crept  from  a  jnenial  fituation  to  that 
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6?  a  Argeon,  and  who  has  fince  exhibited  himfelf  as  a  dortor  of 

*»Vlc’rwlt]}  ,  1  a  d'pl°ma  as  any  man  may  obtain  from  a  Scotch 
.Unayerfity  for  the  mere  amount  of  the  fees.  Mr.  de  Velnos  not 
finding  this  Burrows  fo  punCUial  in  accounts'  as  he  liked  came 
ovec  to  England  ;  where  Burrows,  perceiving  the  good  opinion  of 
the  medicine  fpreadtng  rapidly,  fubftituted  a  preparation  of  his  own 
in  its  ltead,  and  had.the  unexampled  audacity  to  aver,  (what  no 
chemift  in  Europe  will  pretend  to  be  within  the  power  of  his  art) 
that  he  had  difeovered  by  his  medical  /kill  the  ingredients  of  Vel- 
nos  Syiup.  He  took  out  a  patent,  the  common  artifice  of_tho/e 
medical  adventurers  who  mean  to  impofe  on  vulgar  credulity.  Jt 
was  impracticable  and  unneceflary  to  take  out  a  patent  for  Velnos’ 
Syrup,  becaufe  the  ingredients  were  kept  a  profound  fecret,  and 
le  otms  of  office  required  that  the  ingredients  of  every  medicine 
ffiould  be  fpecified  before  a  patent  could  be  granted.  This  is  a  rea- 
foil  that  mult  prevent  the  real  proprietor  of  Velnos’  Genuine  Sv- 
rup  from  having  rccourfe  to  patents  ;  for  no  laws  can  give  him  fo 
perfect  a  Security  of  his  property,  as  the  total  ignorance  of  all  rre- 
tenders,  m  refpeCt  to  the  ingredients  of  the  mediciue.  Burrows 
rehed  on  the  portability,  that  thefe  circumftances  might  be  over¬ 
looked  by  a  public,  eager  to  receive  that  affiftance  which  the  Ve¬ 
getable  Syrup  of  Mr.  de  Velnos  was  known  to  afford :  he  therefore 
announced  his  own  preparation,  under  the  appellation  of  Velnos’ 
Vegetable  Syrup  improved  by  Dr.  Burrows.  Many  ignorant  and 
credulous  perfons  have  been  unfortunate  enough  to  become  dupes  to 
thefe  artifices,  unexampled  as  they  are  in  falihood  and  diffionour. 

I  he  career  of  iniquity  is  feldom  profperous  or  long.  Mr  de 
Velnos,  declining  in  health  and  advancing  in  years,  fent  Madame 
de  Velnos  to  England  to  treat  with  Mr.  Mercier,  whom  he  had 
lublhtuted  for  Burrows  as  ms  agent  in  felling  the  Syrup,  for  the 
communication  of  the  receipt ;  and  to  prevent  the  effeCV  of  Burrows’s 
pretenfions,  fhe  made  by  her  hufband’s  defire  the  affidavit  which  is 
here  fubjoined.  Mr.  Mercier,  a  man  of  liberal  education,  was  ad- 
n to  direfi  his  reading  to  fubjeOs  con- 
n}  M%Vith|a  fPeci€S  of  medical.  practice  into  which  he  would  r.e- 
ceflanly  be  led.  On  Dr.  Mercier’s  appearance  as  proprietor,  Dr. 
Burrows  renewed  his  pretenfions,  and  fucceeded  fufficiently  to  ad¬ 
vertise  for  fome  years  and  to  induce  a  Mr.  Hodfon,  bookfelle-r,  at 
Cambridge,  to  purchafe  either  a  fhare,  or  the  whole  of  his  patent. 
Jn  an  advertifement  here  inferted,  the  reader  will  become  better  ac¬ 
quainted  with  this  Hodfon,  and  be  informed  by  him  of  the  real 
character  of  his  friend  Dr.  Burrows.  This  complication  of  art 
and  dilhonour,  to  obtrude  a  preparation  on  the  world  under  the 
name  of  Mr.  de  Velnos,  without  a  plaufible  proof  that  he  knew 
hii  receipt,  and  in  defiance  of  the  folemn  affidavits  of  Mr.  and 
Madame  de  Velnos,  that  he  was  wholly  ignorant  of  it,  did  not 
iupport  the  boneft  affiliation  long;  for  Burrows  being  announced 
a  tunkrupt  and  difappearing,  Hodfon  did  not  advertife,  and  the 
lm^ofture  feemed  to  have  fpent  itfelf. 

TurTi\C  J'1rS*  Sv'ain*on  of  the  Pai^y  hy  the  genuine  Syrup  of 

Mr.  de  Velnos,  drew  the  public  attention  exceedingly  to  this  excel¬ 
lent  medicine,  and  induced  Mr,  Swaifcfon  to  purchafe  /he  receipt 
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of  Dr.  Mercier  for  a  very  valuable  confideration.  Tills,  like  the 
warmth  of  the  fun,  while  it  brought  fatisfaXion  and  advantage  to 
the  real  proprietor,  re-produced  thofe  infidious  and  dangerous  fer- 
pents  which  had  annoyed  and  difgraced  him.  Burrows  and  Hod- 
ion  foon  appeared,  but  each  for  himfelf ;  and  they  rofe  in  their 
pretenfions  to  public  regard,  in  proportion  to  the  fuccefs  of  the 
genuine  Syrup  in  the  hands  of  its  real  proprietors.  Though  "Mrs. 
Swainfon’s  was  then  the  firft  and  the  only  paralytic  caie  in  which 
the  Vegetable  Syrup  had  been  tried,  they  inftantly  copied  the  ad*» 
vertifements  of  the  proprietors,  and  announced  the  fpurious  imi¬ 
tations  they  vended  as  efficacious  in  palfies  as  well  as  numerous 
other  cafes  in  which  they  had  never  been  adminiftered.  To  fay 
nothing  of  the  unfeeling  barbarity  with  which  they  would  give 
their  preparations  to  children  and  pregnant  women,  their  opinion 
of  the  weaknefs  and  folly  of  the  public  muft  be  great,  to  reft  their 
hopes  of  fuccefs  on  the  poffibility  that  no  inquiries  would  be  made 
into  the  truth  or  fal/hhood  of  their  pretenfions  to  the  pofl<  flion  of 
Mr.  de  Velnos’  receipt,  and  that  the  cures  performed  by  his  Syrup- 
would  be  miftaken  for  the  effeXs  of  any  wretched  preparations 
which  impoftors  might  vend  under  the  fanXion  of  his  name. 

•  *  Mr.  Swainfon  found  himf.lf  involved  in  thefe  embarraflirents, 
after  having  given  a  very  high  price  to  Dr.  Mercier  for  the  origi¬ 
nal  receipt  of  Mr.  de  Velnos,  and  quitted  an  eafy  and  reputable  bu- 
fmefs.  He  has  no  more  idea  of  degrading  himfelf  into  a  quack 
doXor,  or  entering  into  competition  with  Burrows  and  Hodfon,  in 
their  falfe  claims  of  medical  connexions  with  great  families,  and 
relation  to  the  univerfity  of  Cambridge,  than  he  has  to  difpute  in 
flight  of  hand  with  Jonas,  Ratterfelto,  or  the  noted  Barrington. 
The  claim  of  Velnos’  Vegetable  Syrup  to  public  patronage  is,  that 
in  fcorbutic  and  venereal  cafes  it  is  above  all  the  medical  J kill  now 
foffcjfed  in  England ,  and  requires  nothing  in  the  proprietor  of  the 
receipt  but  fidelity  and  attention  in  the  preparation.  Mr.  Swain¬ 
fon  Will  prove  this  truth,  high  and  afluming  as  it  may  feem,  by 
referring  to  families  of  rank,  who  after  trying  the  firft  phyficians 
in  the  kingdom,  have  been  advifed  by  thofe  phyficians  to  feek  re¬ 
lief  in  the  Vegetable  Syrup  of  De  Velnos.  Some  of  the  mod  emi¬ 
nent  furgepns  in  London  have  not  only  given  the  fame  advice -in 
the  fame  circumftances  ;  but  after  having  tried  the  utmoft  effeXs 
of  mercury 'and  of  their  own  (kill,  have  themlelves  fought  and 
found  their  cure  in  Velnps’  Vegetable  Syrup.  In  cafes  cf  this  kind, 
ic  is  true,  medical  perfons  have  wifhed  to  avoid  di/grace  and  inju¬ 
ry  by  having  their  names  inferted  in  advertisements,  but  they  have 
feadily  confented  to  a  private  reference.  If  Burrows  or  Hodfon 
could  pofiefs  themfelves  of  fuch  advantages,  though  procured  by. 
Velnos’  Vegetable  Syrup,  of  which  they  are  wholly  ignorant,  they 
would  boafl:  of  them  as  their  own,  as  they  do  of  the  proteXion  of 
the  Bridgewater  family  and  of  the  Univerfity  of  Cambridge  ;  and 
the  names  of  the  phyficians  and  furgeons  would  be  inferted  in  all 
.the  papers  of  the  kingdom. 

Mr.  Swainfon  pretending  to  no  medical  /kill,  having  no  occafion 
for  it,  and  pofiefllng  what  is  more  valuable  in  all  fcorbutic  and  ve- 
neieaL  cafes,  the  original  receipt  of  Mr,  de  Velnos,  applies  hirti- 
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felf  folely  to  the  preparation  and  fale  of  the  medicine,  as  he  would 
of  any  other  ufeful  and  valuable  commodity  ;  receiving  and  regis¬ 
tering  fuch  cafes  and  fuch  accounts  of  cures  as  the  patients  chufc 
to  have  recorded  for  the  infpeftion  and  benefit  of  others.  This  is 
the  line  on  which  alone  he  will  move,  and  no  consideration  Shall 
-  drag  him  among  quack  do£tors.  In  the  honed  preparation  and 
fale  of  a  benign  and  wonderful  medicine,  he  will  not  be  infulted 
and  defrauded  with  impunity  by  thoSe  who  afTedt  to  cover  their  ig¬ 
norance  and  villany  with  idle  diplomas,  titles  and  pretenfions.  On 
this  principle  he  annexed  to  the  fir  ft'  bill  he  publifhed  after  his  pur- 
chafe  of  the  property  the  following  caution  :  “  All  pretended  im- 
“  provements  and  imitations  of  Velnos’  Vegetable  Syrup  are dan- 
“  gerous  impofitions,  and  mere  vehicles  of  Sublimated  mercury.” 
This  Mr.  Swainfon  afterted  on  experiment ;  and  he  will  inftrinft 
any  gentleman,  who  will  do  him  the  honour  of  calling  on  him,  in 
a  fhort  chemical  procefs,  which  will  convince  him  of  the  Same 
trath ;  for  though  it  be  not  poflible,  as  Burrows  has  pretended,  to 
diScover  the  Vegetables  which  compofc  the  Syrup,  yet  it  is  eafy  to 
know  whether  it  contains  any  metal.  Burrows  was  then  advertising 
♦  iomething  in  his  own  name,  to  which  Mr.  Swainfon  did  not  refer. 
Dr.  Burrows  thought,  however,  an  opportunity  offered  of  getting 
k  confounded  with  that  of  Velnos’ ;  he  therefore,  in  the  General 
Advertifer  of  January  21,  1784,  opened  his  battery  of  Self-adula¬ 
tion  and  falfehood.  After  dealing  out  thefe  unfparingly,  he  thus 
difplayed  his  chemical  ignorance  :  “  If  there  be  any  corrofive  fub- 
|j  “  limated  mercury  in  Dr.  Burrows’s  medicine,”  thereby  clailing 
his  preparation  with  the  pretended  imitation  and  improvement  of 
Velnos,  “  and  a  piece  of  filver  coin  is  put  into  it,  the  mercurial 
“  particles  will  adhere  to  it,  and  produce  an  immediate  tranfmn- 
“  tation  of  color.”  This,  like  almoft  all  Burrows’s  aftertions,  is 
abfolutely  falfe,  and  fhews  his  ignorance  can  only  be  equalled  by 
his  difhoneft  afturance.  Mercury  will  not  approach  metal  dipped 
into  Syrup  in  the  manner  he  reprefents,  or  change  its  color. 
Wherever  he  picked  up  the  conceit  in  his  advertisement,  it  has 
fcrved  only  t6  expofe  his  want  of  chemical  knowledge,  and  his 
difhonourable  attempts  to  impofe  on  the  weak  and  credulous.  Dr. 
Burrows,  in  common  -with  the  public ,  Jhall  in  due  time  be  taught  a 
truly  chemical  method  of  detecting  the  cruel  and  villanous  frauds  of 
thofe  who  vend  vehicles  of  mercury  and  antimony  for  vegetable  Jy - 
rups. 

In  anfwer  to  Burrows’s  advertisement,  Mr.  Swainfon  infertdH 
one  in  the  General  Advertifer  of  th4  27th  of  January,  expofing 
Burrows’s  pretenfions  to  chemiftry,  and  relating  the  nature  of  the 
connection  he  formerly  had  with  Mr.  de  Velnos,  which  was  that 
of  an  agent  only  to  fell  his  medicine.  Mr.  Swainfon  had  been  a 
patient  of  Burrows’s  when  employed  by  Velnos;  had  feen  the 
deed  which  gave  him  that  employment  ;  and  had  known  from 
Burrows  himfelf,  that  his  utmoft  pretenfions  were  to  the  power 
of  vending ,  not  of  preparing ,  the  Vegetable  Syrup.  When  Bur¬ 
rows  forfeited  the  confidence  of  Mr,  de  Velnos,  and  was  difmifted 
his  employment,  Madame  de  Velnos  came  over,  Mr.  de  Velnos 
being  confined  by  illnefs,  and,  after  configning  the  property  to 
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Dr.  Mercier,  by  a  deed  which  now  lies  open  for  infpe&ion  in 
Frith-flrcet,  made  the  following  affidavit : 

Affidavit  of  Mrs.  de  Velnos. 

“  Jane  de  Velnos,  late  of  Paris,  but  now  refiding  in  Dean- 
ftreet,  Soho,  in  the  county  of  Middlefex,  maketh  oath  and  faith. 
That  fhe  is  the  wife  of  John  Jofeph  Vergely  de  Velnos,  the  in¬ 
ventor  and  foie  proprietor  of  a  medicine  known  by  the  name  of 
Velnos ’  Original  Vegetable  Syrup  ;  and  this  deponent  faith,  that  her 
faid  hufband,  having  been  afflicted  with  a  fevere  and  continual  ill— 
nefs,  hath  long  fince  intrufted  this  deponent  with  the  fecret  for 
making  the  faid  medicine.  This  deponent  hath  fince  that  time 
conflantly  fold  and  adminiftered  the  faid  medicine,  by  her  agents 
in  Paris,  and  elfewhere  in  the  kingdom  of  France,  with  the  great- 
efl  fuccefs  :  and  this  deponent  faith,  that  her  hufband  having  been 
prevented  by  fuch  illnefs  from  coming  to  England,  ffie  hath  late¬ 
ly,  by  virtue  of  a  general  power  and  authority  give*  to  her  by  her 
faid  hufband,  communicated  to  Peter  Mercier,  of  Frith-ftreet, 
Soho,  in  the  county  of  Middlefex,  doflor  of  phyfic,  all  and  every 
the  ingredients  made  ufe  of  in  theoompofition  of  the  faid  Syrup, 
and  hath  taken  the  faid  Peter  Mercfer  into  partnerfhip  with  her 
faid  hufband  and  herfeif,  for  the  "better  adminiftering  the  faid  me¬ 
dicine  in  His  Britannic  Majefty’s  dominions  ;  the  faid  Peter  Mer¬ 
cier  having  been  concerned  in  the  fale  and  adminiftration  of  the 
faid  medicine  for  three  years  pad.  And  this  deponent  upon  her 
oath  faith,  that  the  faid  medicine  hath  not  any  thing  of  a  Mer¬ 
curial,  Antimonial,  or  Metallic  nature  whatfoever  in  its  compo¬ 
sition,  but  is  made  and  prepared  from  Ample  Vegetables  only. 
And  this  deponent  farther  faith,  that  fhe  hath  been  fo  induced  to 
communicate  the  faid  fecret  to  the  faid  Peter  Mercier,  as  well  in 
'  confideration  of  the  great  trufl  and  confidence  this  deponent  and 
her  hufband  have  in  his  integrity,  as  alfo,  if  poffible,  to  prevent 
the  public  from  being  impofed  upon  by  any  medicine  offered  to  them 
i,n  the  name  of  this  deponent’s  hufband,  every  fuch  medicine  Icing 

«  JANE  DE  VELNOS, 

“  BEN.  BLUME,  Interpreter. 

“  Sworn  at  the  Public  Office ,  in  Symond's  Inn ,  , 
the  13th  of  April ,  1773,  before  me 
THOMAS  CUDDON.” 

Mr.  Swainfon  was  induced  to  infert  thefe  animadvtfrfions  on  Dr. 
Burrows,  not  only  by  his  own  intereft,  and  the  credit  of  his  me¬ 
dicine,  but  by  companion  and  humanity  to  thofe  who  had  recourfe 
to  Burrows’s  preparations,  under  a  mifapprehenfion  that  it  refem- 
b!ed  Velnos’ Vegetable  Syrup.  An  inflance,  among  numbers  of  this 
kind,  any  perfon  may  be  fully  informed  of,  by  calling  on  a  very 
refpeftable  family,  at  No.  39,  Margaret-ftreet,  Cavendifh-fqu&re. 
The  lady  in  taking  Burrows’s  Syrup  was  fwollen  to  fuch  a  degree, 
and  had  fo  many  other  alarming  fymptoms,  that  fhe  was  confider- 
cd  and  treated  as  a  perfon  dying  from  poifon.  Dr.  Burrows  was 
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fcnt  for,  feemed  greatly  frightened,  gave  fome  filly  advice,  and  ad 
raeflages  could  bring  him  again.  On  being  reproached  with  this 
in  a  printing  office,  where  he  was  carrying  his  advertiffng  decep¬ 
tions,  he  feemed  aghafl  at  the  difeovery  that  the  bufinefs  had  taken 
air  ;  but  recovering  himfelf,  his  inherent  genius  fuggefted  the  fol¬ 
lowing  infernal  infinuation  :  “  It  was  not  my  Syrup  ;  it  Was 
“  Hodfon’s  :  and  how  can  I  help  it,  if  Hodfon  will  pQifon  peo- 
“  pie  This  Hodfon  is  a  bookfeller  at  Cambridge  ;  who  firft 
had  the  folly  of  purchafing  a  pretended  receipt  for  preparing  Vel¬ 
nos’  Syrup  of  Dr.  Burrows,  and  has  fince  publiffied  advertiftments 
of  liimfelf,  as  Handing  in  fome  relation  tothe  Univerfity  on  this 
ridiculous  account,  and  having  a  degree  in  contemplation.  He 
will  probably  appear  a  doftor  ;  and  then  we  (hall  have  a  Dr.  Hod¬ 
fon  and  a  Dr.  Burrows  contending  for  Velnos’  Vegetable  Syrup, 
of  which  neither  of  them  is  acquainted  with  a  fingle  ingredient. 
As  a  fpecimen  of  this  controverfy,  which  is  already  entered  upon,' 
the  following  letter  is  given,  which  Mr.  Hazard,  of  Bath,  had  the 
candour  and  politenefs  to  fend  to  Mr.  Swainfon,  and  which  may 
be  feen  in  Frith-flreet  by  any  gentleman  who  will  be  at  the  trouble 
•fperufmgit.  , 

“SIR,  “  March  i<5,  1784. 

“  Dr.  Burrows  having  pu^Iifhed  a  medicine  in  oppolition  to 
Velnos’  Vegetable  Syrup,  the  following  Hate  of  fa  {is  is  fubmittei 
to  you,  in  order  to  prevent  impofition. 

“  Dr.  Burrows  lome  years  fipce  by  his  imprudence  contracted 
fi:ch  a  load  of  debts,  that  in  order  to  fecure  one  of  upwards  of 
xcool.  he  affigned  over  his  remaining  fhare  of  property  in  the  Ve¬ 
getable  Syrup  (of  which  he  had  before  fold  the  greateH  part)  and 
immediately  went  abroad.  He  lately  returned  to  England,  and,  is 
now  an  uncertificated  bankrupt,  and  the  /profit  arifmg  from  his 
fhare  of  the  medicine  above  mentioned  his  not  been  fufficient  to 
pay  even  the  intercH  of  the  faid  debt.  Confctous  that  he  has  not 
any  right  to  Velnos’  Vegetable  Syrup,  he  has  artfully  changed  his 
to  Burrows’s  Vegetable  Syrup. 

“  The  proprietors  of  Velnos’  Vegetable  Syrup,  who  have  been 
confiderable  fufferers  by  Dr.  Burrows,  reH  theif  caufe  upon  the  ho¬ 
nour  of  the  country  venders,  not  doubting  but  they  will  decline 
any  connexion  with' a  man  whofe  principles  are  fo  d  fhoneft  ;  and 
as  it  is  intended  to  advertife  this  medicine  very  hrifkly,  they  are 
•onvinced  that  it  will  become  an  object  worth  your  attention,  par¬ 
ticularly  as  they  allow  per  bottle  profit  to  the  retail  venders. 

“  Your  orders,  therefore,  for  the  Vegetable  Syrup,  as  alfo  for 
any  of  the  under-mentioned  medicines  (which  will  all  be  regular¬ 
ly  advertiled)  will  be  pun<ftually  attended  to  by 

“  Your  obedient  fervant, 

“  Cambridge.  “JAMES  HODSON, 

tl  A  proprietor  of,  and  foie  agent  for, 
Velnos’  Vegetable  Syrup.” 

1  *  ,  • 

Burrows,  does  not  feem  to  have  attended  to  this  attack  of  Ho'd- 
fon’s,  probably  becaufe  he  was  prefled  hard  in  town  by  Mr. 
Swainfon,  who  will  rveyer  reft  until  he  has  demoliflied  all  his  false¬ 
hoods. 
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“hoods,  fubterfuges  and  pretences,  and  who  will  amufe  himfelf 
with  fcourging  him  under  every  pompous  form  he  aflumes.  Af¬ 
ter  trying  repeated  evafions,  and  fuelling  into  many  charafters  of 
phyfical  confequencc,  in  which  Mr.  Swainfon  always  held  him  up 
to  contempt,  he  was  forced,  in  the  General  Advertifer  of  the  13th 
of  May,  to  produce  the  claufe  in  his  deed  on  which  all  his  preten- 
fions  were  founded  ;  and  it  is  as  follows  ; 

“  I  Solomon  Schomberg,  of  the  city  of.London,  notary  public, 
<c  by  Royal  authority  duly  adminiftered  and  fworn,  do  hereby 
certify  and  atteft  unto  all  whom  it  may  concern,  that  the  fol- 
“  lowing  is  a  true  and  faithful  tranflation  from  an  original  deed, 
“  executed  in  Paris  the  29th  day  of  October,  1767,  between  Mr. 
**  John  Jofeph  Vergely  de  Vefnos,  refiding  in  Paris,  on  the  one 
“  part,  and  Dr.  John  Burrows,  then  at  Paris,  on  the  other,  and 
“  figned  by  the  Earl  of  Rochford,  then  Ambaflador  at  the  faid 
tf  court. 

( Extratt .)  “  That  the  faid  Monfieur  John  Jofeph  Vergely 

de  Velnos  has  conferred  and  aligned  to  him,  the  faid  Dr.  John 
“  Burrows,  the  right  of felling ,  vending  and  dlfpofing  by  exclufive 
“  privilege  for  his  the  faid  Dr.  John  Burrows’  own  ufr,  benefit 
“  and  advantage,  the  Antivenereal  Vegetable  Syrup,  throughout 

V  all  His  Britannic  Majefty’s  dominions  ;  he  the  faid  Velnos  ex- 
“  prefsly  proinifing  and  agreeing,  not  to  affign  the  right  of  fel- 
“  ling,  vending,  or  compounding  the  fame  to  any  per  ion  or  per- 

•  “  fons  whatever,  within  the  territories  or  dominions  of  his  fajd 
M  Britannic  Majefty,  other  thm  the  faid  Dr.  John  Burrows,  for 
“  the  fpace  of  one  hundred  years.  All  which  I  do  hereby  attefl  in 
“  London,  the  1.3th  day  of  May,  1784. 

.  SOLOMON  SCHOMBERG,  Not.  Pub.” 
The  wretched  genius  reafons  on  it  in  a  manner  that  utterly  de- 
ftroys  the  credit  of  all  the  pretenfions  he  has  ever  made  to  the  pof- 
ieffion  of  Velnosv  receipt.  It  is  thus  :  Having  ftated  thefe  faffs, 
"  tl  from  which  it  muft  evidently  appear  to  all  who  are  not  wilfully 
“  blind,  that  Dr.  Burrows  was  not  only  vefired  by  exclufive  privi- 
“  lege  with  the  right  of  vending,  &c.  butalfo  that  the  faid  De 
“  Vdnos  did  exprefsly  promife  and  agree  not  to  affign  the  right 
“  of  compounding  the  medicine  referred  to,  to  any  other  perfon 
“  than  him,  the  faid  Dr.  Burrows,  for  a  flipulated  term  of  one 
“  hundred  years,  which  mufl  be  impra&icable 'without  the  know- 

V  ledge  of  the  ingredients.” 

The  controvcrfy  is  thus  brought  to  a  conclufion  moft  difhonour- 
able  to  Burrows,  if  any  thing  can  difhonour  him.  The  deed  fhews. 
that  he  never  has  been  in  pofTdfion  of  Velnos’s  receipt  ;  that  Mr. 
de  Velnos  engaged  only  to  confine,  the  fzle  to  him,  and  not  to  let 
any  other  have  the  preparation  for  one  hundred  years,  on  condition 
that  he  -was  faithful  in  his  employment,  and  remitted  to  Mr.  de 
Velnos  the  monies  that  were  due  on  the  fale  :  but  failing  in  his 
engagement,  Mr.  de  Velnos  annulled  the  agreement ;  employed 
Mr.  Mercitr  in  the  fame  capacity,  until  Mr.  de  Velnos  became  too 
feeble  to  prepare  the  quantity  demanded,  and  then  configned  the 
property  to  Dr.  Mercier,  as  appears  by  the  above  affidavit,  and  a 

deed 
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deed  executed  by  Velnos  and  Mcrcicr,  which  may  be  lee n  in  Frith 
ftreet. 

The  moft  curious  part  of  the  advertifement  of  Barrows,  is  that 
wherein  he  is  reduced  to  prove  on  himfolf  numerous  falfhoods. 
He  has  fpared  no  mode  of  afleveratioi*,  and  no  art  of  impoflure,  to 
make  the  world  believe  that  his  preparations  were  fimilar  to  that 
°f  Velnos,  and  he  owes  the  bread  he  has  eaten  for  years  to  the 
effects  of  thefe  arts.  He  has  fold  to  Hodfon,  the  bookfcller,  a  pre¬ 
paration,  which  he  falfoly  calls  Velnos’  Vegetable  Syrup  improved 
by  Hr.  Burrows,  and  which  Hodfon,  with  a  folly  which  may  coft 
him  fomething,  calls  Velnos’  Vegetable  Syrup.  On  Mr.  Swain- 
fon  s  advertifing  a  caution  againft  fpurious  fyrups,  as  vehicles  of 
mercury,  he  lays,  General  Advertifor,  zifl  January,  “  his  medi¬ 
cine  has  been  announced  to  the  public  for  fifteen  or  fixtecn 
years.  His  medicine,  therefore,  and  Velnos ’  Vegetable  Syrup 
improved  by  Hr.  Burro~wsy  mult  be  one  and  the  fame  thing  ;  for 
no  other  medicines  have  been  announced  to  the  public  in  his  rc- 
fpeftcble  name  :  and  yet,  in  the  General  Advertifor  of  the  13th  of 
May,  he  folemnly  affirms,  “that  the  medicine  he  vends  is  folely 
*  n  coir poli t ion,  exclufive  o£  every  idea  of  Veluos,  Mer- 

cier,  or  any  other  name  or  title  whatever  ;  refling  his  claim,  at 
“  heretofore ,  on  the  Superiority  of  his  medicine.” 

,  thele  altitudes  tne  real  proprietor  of  Velnos’  Vegetable  Syrup 
•is  consent  to  leave  him  5  alluring  him,  however,  the  moment 
e»i.ner  his  hunger  or  his  native  difpolkion  prompts  him  to  defoend 
to  feed  on  and  invade  his  property,  foe  will  receive  a  proper  chafo 
tifoment. 

The  proprietor  cannot  difmifs  this  fubjett  without  obviating  an 
o.  jection  arifing  from  puoliliied  cafos  of  cures  pretended  to  be  per¬ 
formed  by  this  man’s  preparations.  All  thofo  which  have  been 
lately  publilhed  in  the  papers  are  from  a  pamphlet  at  leaft  ten 
veais  old;  and  the  fubflance  of  tl>at  pamphlet  is  purloined  from  a 
j  one ■  °f  He  Velnos,  which  may  be  foen  in  Frith  ■'direct, 
elides,  he  has  reafons  to  fufpedt  the  following  artifice  has  been 
pradlifod,  in  order  to  open  a  trade  on  the  credit  of  Velnos’  Veoe- 
table  Syrup.  A  fmall  quantity  has  been  bought  in  Frith- ftreet, 
and  a  patient  cured,  who  has  foppofod  he  took  a  Syrup  prepared  in 
another  place,  and  has  confonted  to  publifh  his  cafe ;  which  cafe 
has  occasioned  the  fale  of  hundreds  of  bottles  of  the  decoftion  of 
the  woods,  with  fifteen  or  twenty  grains  of  fublimated  mercury, 
or  an  ounce  of  antimonial  wine;  which  conflitutes  all  the  fpurious 
preparations  which  go  under  names  fimilar  to  that  of  Velnos’  Ve- 
£e a  e  Symp.  Impofitions  of  this  kind  have  not  only  immor- 
lull  zed  the  name,  of  Burrows,  given  Hodfon,  the  bookfoller,  a  re- 
ation  to  the  Univerfity  of  Cambridge,  which  he  never  would  have 
etherwifo  thought  of,  but  added  to  the  honours  with  which  Ri- 
vington  has  been  loaded  in  New  York,  fot  up  a  pompous  doftor 
Htely  in  Holborn,  and  mfofted  and  injured  the  credulous  in  almoft 
every  part  of  the  world. 

By  the  publication  of  the  above  reprefontation  of  impoftures  re- 
fpedtmg  Velnos’  Vegetable  Syrup,  Burrows  has  been  driven  to  the 
ialt  relource  of  abfurd  iniquity,  an  expurgatory  oath.  When  it  was 
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believed  that  the  Deity  would  inflict  infhmtcneotfs  and  dreadful 
punifhments  on  perjury,  the  law  admitted  a  man’s  oath  as  aiding 
towards  a  proof  of  his  innocence.  Now  there  is  no  fuch  perfua- 
fion,  the  religious  punifhments  of  villany  are  referred  to  the  other 
world;  expurgatory  oaths  are  therefore  abolifhed.  Indeed,  the 
prevalence  of  perjury  in  attentions  for  others  is  fo  great,  as  to 
ftrike  at  the  utility  of  evidence,  and  to  embarrafs  the  adminiftra- 
tion  of  the  laws  An  oath,  to  repel  the  imputation  of  guilt  made 
by  the  perfons  charged  -with  it,  is  fo  far  from  being  admitted,  or 
having  any  effect  of  that  kind,  that  it  often  operatts  a  contrary 
way,  and  turns  fufpicion  into  conviction.  Whether  this  may  be 
the  fortune  of  Dr.  Burrows,  Mr.  Swainfon  is  not  concerned  to  de¬ 
termine.  For  if  any  gentleman  wifhes  to  be  convinced  of  the  atro¬ 
cious  villanies  committed  daily  by  venders  ©f  compofitions  called 
Vegetable  Syrup,  and  will  bring  the  pretended  medicine  (having 
bought  it  fo  that  the  vender  had  no  fufpicion  of  his  pu'rpofe,  other- 
wife  the  antimony  or  mercury  will  be  withheld)  Mr.  Swainfon 
will  either  inftruCt,  or  go  with  him  through  a  fhort  chemical  pro-, 
cefs,  which  will  carry  the  horrible  conviction  home  to  his  mind. 
It  is,  however,  fair  in  this  ftate  of  the  cafe,  to  prefent  the  public 
with  Burrows’s  laft  attempt  at  exculpation. 

AFFIDAVIT. 

_  **  John  Burrows,  of  Mark-lane,  in  the  city  of  London,  M.D. 

maketh  oath  and  faith,  that  the  medicine  by  him  vended,  under 
“  the  title  of  Dr.  Burrows’s  Vegetable  Syrup,  hath  not  in  its  com- 
pofition  any  thing  of  a  mercurial,  antimonial,  or  metallic  na- 
**  tore  whatfbever  ;  but  is  made  and  prepared  from.  funple  vegetal 
“  bles  only. 

_  ;  “JOHN  BURROWS. 

•*  Sworn  at  Guildhall,  Landau, 

“  Augufi  13,  1784,  before 
**  John  Hart.’* 

While  the  printer  w'as  compofmg  this  ftate  of  empirical  impoA 
ture-,  the  arrival  of  a  DoCtor  Hodfon  was  announced,  as  predicted 
by  Mr.  Swainfon  ;  and  a  controVerfy  commenced  ?n  the  papers  be¬ 
tween  him  and  Burrow's,  on  their  right  to  a  preparation,  which 
they  both  at  one  time  functioned  with  the  name  of  Velnos,  though 
neither  had  ever  offered  a  plaufible  prefumption  that  he  had  even 
furrcptitioufly  feen  the  receipt  by  which  his  Syrup  has  always  been 
prepared.  It  is  not  the  buftnefs  of  the  real  proprietor  of  Velnos’ 
Vegetable  Syrup  to  determine  on  the  merits  of  this  controverfy,  or" 
to  point  out  who  is  the  greateft  dupe  ;  it  is  his  wifh  only  to  guard 
hts  property  from  invanon  and  dijeredit  by  the  affected  imitation  of 
all  impoftures. 

Burrows’s  receipt  was^  probably,  fold  into  Hodfbn’s  family  : 
but  Burrows,  by  the  affidavits  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  de  Velnos ;  by  the 
comparative  effects  of  his  preparation  with  that  of  De  Velnos;  by 
numerous  chemical  analyfes  ;  and  by  a  thoufand  contradictory  af- 
feverations,  which  have  rendered  his  character  contemptible,  and 
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particularly  by  the  patent  he  took  out  and  fold  to  Hodfon  ;  of 
which  an  office  copy  is  annexed  :  being  by  all  thefe  circum fiances 
proved  never  to  have  had  the  flighted  acquaintance  with  Velnos’ 
receipt,  he  copld  not  fell  or  convey  into  Hodfon’s  family  what  he 
iid  not  poflefs.  Dotfpr  Hodfon,  therefore,  was  ill  advifed,  if  he 
to.ok  a  degree,  and  came  to  London  with  a  reliance,  that  Burrows  s 
fvrtjp  would  pafs  for  that  of  De  Velno$. 

In  the  country,  fuch  a  n)ifapprehenfion  may  be  obtained  with  a 
little  art  and  audacity.  Hpre  the  Vegetable  Syrup  of  Mr.  de  Vel- 
nos  is  known  to  the  firft  and  moll  refpeCfable  phyficians  and  fur- 
gcons;  impofitions  affirming  its  name  are  eafily  brought  to  a  che¬ 
mical  tefl ;  and  its  character  is  fo  well  eflablifhed,  that  a  diploma 
do.es  not  avail  to  fhelter  any  impoflure  relating  to  it  :  for  it  is  the 
genuine  preparation  of  De  Velnos  which  the  public  feek  ;  and  they 
attend  to  the  honefty  and  integrity  of  the  perfon  who  prepares  it, 
and  not  to  th*  addition  of-  a  diploma  to  his  fiatne,  which  is  often  a 
cover  to  falfefretenfions  in  phyfic  as  well  as  ip  literature. 

If  I}r.  Hodfon  imagines  he,  or  any  of  his  relations,  purchafed 
of  Burrows  the  receipt  of  De  Velnos,  or  any  imitation  or  improve¬ 
ment  of  it,  he  wjll  foon,  in  this  town,  be  convinced  he  is  wretch¬ 
edly  deceived.  If  he  thinks  on  the  contrary,  (and  it  is  difficult  t®  „ 
fuppofp,  from  his  knowledge  of  the  preparation  conveyed  by  Bur¬ 
rows,  and  from  his  experience  of  Burrows’s  principles  and  con¬ 
duct,  he  fhould  not)  he  will  find  difficulties  to  flruggle  with  in 
maintaining  his  pretenfions  which  he  will  never  furmouot. 

It  is  proper,  however,  to  give  a  fpecimen  ot  his  endeavours. 
After  fomc  attempts  to  filence  Burrows,  which  proved  fruitlefs,  he 
jnferted  the  following  equivocal  advertifement ;  the  title  of  it 
is  actionable  ;  and  it  affords  but  an  indifferent  fpecimen  of  the 
learning  as  well  as  integrity  of  this  new  adventurer.  The  Pre¬ 
tended  improvement  of  Velnos’  Syrup  is  fecured  by  a  patent,  the 
real  Syrup  is  fecured  by  the  inviolable  fecrefy  of  its  proprietors. 

A  patent  is  granted  in  one  of  the  King’s  offices,  and  is  always  ob¬ 
tained  for  the  fees,  whether  it  be  for  ufeful  or  injurious  purpofes. 
Having  the  King’s  feal,  it  is  called  Royal  Patents;  but  it  is  never 
fuppofed  to  have  His  Majefty’s  countenance,  favor,  or  what  is 
Called  patronage :  he  would  otherwile  be  daily  plunged  into  the  ut- 
moft  difhonour  —  Dr.  Hodfon,  however,  afierts  the  contrary  :  if 
f^om  ignorance,  his  education  has  been  deficient  j  if  from  defign, 
his  artifice  is  clumfy,  and  will  difgrace  him.  He,  however,  uffiers 
hinifelf  and  Velnos’ Vegetable  Syrup  (of  which  he  is  totally  ig¬ 
norant)  under  the  immediate  patronage  of  His  Majefty  —  “  Vel- 
“  nos’  Vegetable  Syrup”  is  “  prepared  in  this  kingdom  agreeable 
««  to  Royal  patronage,  only  by  DoCtor  Hodfon,  at  his  houfe, 

“  Northumberland-ftreet,  where  the  medicine  may  be  had  in  the 
“  greatefl  perfection.”  ,  , 

On  the  appearance  of  this  advertifement,  Mr.  Swain fon  inferted 

the  f  liowing  :  r  a* 

“  A  cautiqn  of  the  utmoft  importance  to  the  Public  refpeCting 

Velnos’  Vegetable  Syrup. 

“  Whereas,  a  perfon  who  ftiles  himfclf  Dr.  Hodfon,  of  Nor- 
“  th u m ber i and-ftreet ,  has  lately  advertifed  a  preparation,  which 
he  calls  Velnos’  Vegetable  Syrup,  by  Royal  patronage ;  this  is  to 
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“  affure  the  Public,  that  though  His  Majefty  is  the  proteC^or  of 
**  fcicncc  and  virtue,  he  cannot  have  patronized  the  preparation  of 
**  Velnos’  Vegetable  Syrup,  while  the  receipt  for  preparing  it  is 
u  wholly  unknown  to  His  Majefty,  or  to  any  of  his  fubjetts,  ex- 
“  eept  Dr.  Mercier  and  Mr.  Swamfon,  as  may  be  feen  in  Frith- 
“  ftreet,  by  the  affidavits  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  de  Velnos ;  that  Doc- 
tor  Hodfon.  is  totally  unknown  to  Dr.  Mercier  and  Mr.  Swain* 
fon,  in  whom  the  foie  right  of  preparing  and  vending  the  faid 
tc  medicine  is  inverted  by  deeds  which  are  in  their  pofleffion  ;  and 
“  that  the  only  perfon  in  London  who  fells  Velnos’  Vegetable  Sy- 
“  rup  by  their  appointment  is  Mr.  Atkinfon,  chemift,  No.  196, 
**  Bifhopfgate-ftrcet.” 

Dr.  Hodfon  felt  the  impropriety  of  his  condufl,  and  advertifed 
as  ufual,  the  pretended  improvement  by  Burrow's,  of  a  medicine 
with  which  he  knows  Burrows  and  himfelf  to  be  wholly  unac¬ 
quainted,  as  will  indifputably  appear  by  the  following  office  copy 
of  Burrow’s  patent  :  ' 

To  all  to  whom  thefe  prefents  (hall  come,  I,  John  Burrows, 
of  the  pariffi  of  St.  James,  Weftminfter,  in- the  county  of  Mid- 
“  dlefex,  DoCtor  in  Phyfic,  fend  greeting  :  Whereas  His  Mofl 
“  Excellent  Majefty  King  George  the  Third  did,  by  his  letters 
“  patent  under  the  Great  Seal  of  Great  Britain,  bearing  date  17th 
“  March,  in  the  twelfth  year  of  his  reign,  give  and  grant  unto 
“  me,  the  faid  John  Burrows,  his  efpecial  liccnfe,  that  I,  the 
“  faid  John  Burrows,  during  the  term  of  years  therein  exprefted, 
**  fliould  and  lawfully  might  ufe,  exercife,  and  vend  within 
“  England,  Wales,  and  toum  of  Berwick  upon  Tweed,  and 
**  alfo  in  all  His  Majefty’s  colonies  and  plantations  abroad,  my  in - 
**  vention  of  a  medicine  entirely  new  in  thefe  His  Majefty’s  king- 
“  doms,  and  not  before  praCtifed  therein  by  any  perfon,  common- 
*c  ly  called  or  known  by  the  name  of  Velrios’  Vegetable  Syrup, 
“  and  of  making  and  manufacturing  the  fame  from  feveral  rara 
“  and  valuable  vegetables  and  drugs  ;  in  w'hich  faid  Letters  Patent 
“  there  is  contained  a  provifo,  obliging  me,  the  faid  John  Bur- 
“  rows,  under  my  hand  and  fea!v  to  caufe  a  particular  defcription 
“  of  the  nature  of  my  fa'd  Invention ,  and  how  the  fame  is  to  be 
“  prepared,  to  be  enrolled  in  His  Majefty’s  high  court  of  Chance- 
“  ry  within  four  calendar  months  after  the  date  of  the  faid  recited 
“  Letters  Patent,  as  in  and  by  the  fame  (relation  being  thereunto 
“  had)  may  more  fully  and  at  large  appear  — >  Now  know  ye  that 
in  compliance  with  the  faid  provifo,  I,  the  faid  John  Burrows, 
“  do  hereby  declare,  that  my  faid  Invention  of  a  medicine  entirely 
“  new  in  thefe  His  Majefty’s  kingdoms,  and  not  before  praftifed 
“  therein  by  any  perfon,  commonly  called  or  known  by  the  name 
**  of  Velnos’  Vegetable  Syrup,  and  of  making  and  manufacturing^ 
“  the  fame  from  feveral  rare  and  valuable  vegetables  and  drugs,  is 
“  deferibedin  the  manner  following  (that  is  to  fay)  I  take  of  the 
“  eccoprotic  or  milder  purging  plants,  with  a  proper  quantity  of 
**  fal  tartari,  and  let  them  infufe  for  fome  time,  after  which  I 
“  make  ufe  of  antivenereal  and  antifcorbutic  plants  moderately 
il  bruifed  before  exprelTion,  adding  a  quantity  of  the  juice  of  dan- 
“  delion  ;  then  depuration  is  Yieceflary,  freeing  them  from  all 
“  heterogeneous  matter ;  afterwards  let  them  ftand  forne  time 
-  -  .  -  “  within 


(I 

<1 

(t 

u 


C  *3  ] 

"  with!“  ?“alil?*fe  dise.ftins  he«.  th«n  Recantation  is  required, 
after  which  de/pumat.on,  by  adding  whites  of  eggs  to  the  fluid 
to  be  clarified,  and  when  boiled  to  a  proper  confidence,  filtration 
or  percolation  follow,  by  parting  without  prefiure  the  fluid,  to 
be  purified  through  proper  drainers  ;  at  length  it  is  made  into 
a  Syrup  fpr  ufe.  In  witnefs  whereof,  I,  the  faid  John  Burrows 
have hereunto  fet  my  hand  and  feal,  the  7th  July,  illx% 

,  “JOHN  BURROWS. 

,t  And  be  lfc  remembered,  that  on  the  faid  7th  of  July  in  the 
year  above  mentioned,  the  aforefaid  John  Burrows  came  before 
*<  f,Ur  r.r-Lo.rd  thc  &ing>  in  his  Chancery,  and  acknowledged 
«  t  T-C  *PecibcaJlon  aforefaid,  and  all  and  every  thing  therein  con¬ 
tained  and  fpecified  in  form  above  written. 

“  Enrolled  the  aforefaid  7th  July,  in  the  *  . 

“  year  above  faid. 

“  Examined  with  the  record,  by 
“  Henry  Thomas, 

“  Senior  clerk  of  the  petty  bag.” 

The  dirtribution  of  this  account  having  had  a  fenfible  eflia  on 
the  tattered  remnants  of  Burrows’s  charadter,  and  checking  the  af- 
pirlng,  but  aukward  attempts  at  impofition-  by  Hodfon,  they  ap- 
rtj.  f?„Uni.te.their  endeavours,  though  at  perfett  enmity,  and 
boldly  nfqued  the  laft  falfity,  that  their  ^ecoftion  is  prepared  ac- 
cordm^  to  Mr.  de  Velnos’  recipe  ;  though  De  Velnos  has  made  an 
affidavit  to  the  contrary;  though  Burrows  was  fo  far  from  beino- 
abje  to  purchafe  the  recipe,  that  he  could  not  pay  for  the  Syrup  he 
lo!d  as  an  agent  ;  and  though  his  patent  is  for  a  medicine  of  his 
own  invention.  The  following  advertrfement  filences  both  pre¬ 
tenders.  *  r 

A  Summary  of  Attempts  at  Tmpofture ,  of  very  ferious  Importance  to 
the  Health  and  Lives  of  thofe  -who  are  difpofed  to  ufe  Velnos'  Vege¬ 
table  Syrup.  J  * 

Mr.  Swainfon,  the  prefent  proprietor  of  Mr.  de  Velnos’  recipe 
for  preparing  the  celebrated  medicine  called  Velnos*  Vegetable  Sy¬ 
rup,  purchafed  it  at  a  very  high  price  of  Dr.  Mercierf  in  confe¬ 
rence  of  Mrs.  Swainfon’s  being  cured  by  it  of  a  palfy,  which  had 
defeated  all  the  medical  Ikill  that  could  be  employed  on  it. 

The  deeds  conveying  this  property,  figned  by  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
de  Velnos ;  their  affidavits,  that  the  recipe  was  unknown  to  all 
perfons  in  England  ;  and  that  their  private  letters  and  public  re¬ 
proaches  of  Dr.  Burrows,  for  prefixing  De  Velnos’  name  to  a  de- 
codhon  of  his  own  (all  of  which  are  to  be  feen  in  Frith-ftreet) 
fcit  Mr.  Swainfon  no  doubt  of  the  fecurity  of  his  property  :  nor 
did  he  imagine  that  in  confcientioufly  preparing  and  felling  the 
I  byrup,  according  to  De  Velnos’  receipt,  he  either  enlifted  himfelf 
among  empirics,  or  could  have  any  controverfy  with  them 
'The  celebrity  of  this  event,  in  the  health  of  Mrs.  Swainfon, 
and  the  dire  necefllty  of  his  fituation,  roufed  Burrows  again  to 
have  recourfe  to  his  defperate  meafures.  The  only  deed  in  Bur¬ 
rows’s  poilertlon,  to  which  he  often  alludes,  as  figaed  by  Lord 
Rochford,  proves  he  was  employed  merely  to  sell  what  was 
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prepared' in  Paris  byTie  Velnos  ;  and  letters  and  affidavits  of  ] 
end  Mrs.  de  Velnds,  in  Mt.  Swainfon’s  poffefUon,  and  ready  ] 
public  ipfpeCtioB,  drew  that  Burrows  paid  only  for  ope  invoice  j 
that  hen  fed  the  real  Syrup  as  a  decqy  to  Hie  public  to  take  his  dc 
coftion  5  ^nd  that  whprr  De  Velnos  would  truft  him  no  longer,  h 
took  out  a  patent  fpr  a  eJecoCHon,  exprefshrfaid  in  the  patent  it 
felf  to  be  his  own  invention,  ,to  which  .he  affixed  De  Vehtbs* 
name.  ‘To  tins  unexampled*  audacjty,r  De  .Velnos,  in  lqtt^ps, 
and  in  the  papers,  repeatedly  annexed  the  epithets',  fraudulent  an,* 
felonious ;  but  was  perfuaded  not  to  profecute  Burrows  on  a  deb  bn 
of  his  defperatc  lunation.  On  filch  ground,  and  with  fuch  dif 
graceful  preten (ions,  this  man  has  been  mapy  years- obtruding  4 
fpurious  compofition,  as  the  falutary  medicine  of  De  Velnos,*  tc 
the  great  difcredit  of  the  medicine,  and  the  greatest  injury. to  thof 
who  would  have.  five  benefit  of  it.  '•  3  c  * 

Though  this  be  Mr.  Swainfon’s  real  opinion  of  the  pretenfions 
of  Dr.  Burrows,  a»sd  of  thefe  of  Dr.  Hpdfon,  which  reft  wholly 
bp  Burrows’s  credit :  though  on5  being  prefled  by  Mr.  Swainlon, 
Burrows  has  always  fhified  ground  ;  fometirnes  claiming  a  kno„v 
ledge  of  De  Velnos’  recipe,  fometirnes  (as  in  General  Advertifej 
Of  r^th  May,  1784)  denying  any  knowledge  or  idc^  of  it,  and 
fuming  all  the  merit  to  himfelf ;  though  his  patent  (an  office  coj 
of  which  lies  ip  Frith-ftreet)  fays,  the  Syrup  he  fells  is  his  os 
invention  ;  though  tire  appearance,  tafte,  and  ejffe&s  of  the  prepa 
ration  of  Burrows'  and  Hodfbn;  are  as  different  from  thofeof  t! 
Syrup  of  De  Velnos  as  water  is  from  Madeira  ;  and,  thought! 
uniform  characters  of  De  Velnos  and  MercieV,  and  the  heavy  pc 
nalty  incurred  by  their  bonds,  preventa  poffibility  of  fraud,  yef 
to  leave  no  room  for  doubt,  Mr.  Swaiinfon  repeats  the  followin 
offer  : — 

If  Dr.  By  trows,  or  Dr.  Hodfon,  or  any  other  perfon, 
duce  a  deed,  affidavit,  letter,  or  any  other  inftrument  figned 
Mr.  de  Velnos,  by  which  the  knowledge  of  his  recipe,  and  pt 
perty  in  it,  or  any  other  power  of  preparing  Syrup  according  to  it 
is  affigned  to  them,  or  to  any  p$£fon  in  England,  except  to  Dr 
Mercier  and  Mt.  Swainfoh,  Mr.  Hay  man,  or  Kir.  Cobb,  attornie 
No.  16,  Clement’s  Inn,  (hall  pay  to  the  perfon  or  perfons  prodtfl 
eing  fuch  deeds  the  fum  of  Five  Hundred  Pounds. 

In  the  mean  time  the  public  are  refpeCifully  warned,  that 
nos’  Vegetable  Syrup,  which  has  been  abovev  twenty  years  s 
knowledged  as  a  fpecific  in  the  venereal  drfeafe,  efficacious  in" 
feurvy,  rheumatifm  and  palfy,  can  be  had  genuine,  only  of, 
by  the  order  of,  Mr.  Swairifon,  at  No.  xi,  Frith-ftreet,  Soh< 
where  it  is  fold  at  10s.  tfd.  the  bottle,  and,  by  his  appointme 
at  Mr.  Atkinfon’s,  chcmift,  No.  ijxS,  Bifhopigate-ftreet,  and 
where  elfe  in  Lqndon. 

N.  B.  The  price  of  the  fpurious  Syrups  being  lower  than 
genuine,  it  is  refuelled  that  none  but  very  faithful  meffengers 
lent  for  the  latter,  as  fraudulent  fervants  have  bought  the  fpuric 
to  purloin  the  difference,  and  the  nioft  ferious  confluences  ha 
enfued  to  the  conftitutions  of  their  matters  ;  for  they  are  vehi 
of  corrofive  fi^blimated  mercury,  as  Mr.  Swainfon  can  prove, 
w  ith  (landing- 1  e  audacious  and  inhuman  aflertions,  that  they  1 
f&lely  vegetable. 


J  pee 


